[3] Unexamined Patent Publication No. 1-138182 



(Claim 1) A porous ceramics structure characterized by 
comprising : 

a columnar foamed central portion formed of a 
foamed ceramic; and 

a cylindrical honeycombed reinforcing portion 
having a multiplicity of through holes formed from one end to 
the other end in such a manner as to cover the outer 
peripheral surface of said foamed central portion. 

(Page 1, right column, lines 1 to 16) 

A foamed ceramic structure having a three-dimensional 
meshed structure is also available which is aimed at an 
improved purification rate and an improved trapping rate due 
to the turbulence effect. The foamed ceramic structure has 
three-dimensional pores and therefore is expected to improve 
the purification rate and the trapping rate due to the 
turbulence effect . 
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